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inciples concerning 
— M3 * Ad not expect a 
ſuch learned Authors'as Friends 
8. M—dd— and J. B— nd 
4 would have | ir time im 

_ diſputing on a fubject that they 
both calf nonſenſical; which if 15 
under ſtand the meaning of it, 


does not add to, nor Jimi” 3 
from our future happineſs ; hut 


iff the learned Authors can con- 
vince me it will, I am ready and 


willing to ſobmit to the ordi- 
| nance, and to be immediately 


lung ip? friend M—dd—n's | 
pool, 


on 1 wrote the follow; . ; 
pages ro defend the 
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pool, for as I have been already 


ſprinkled by a Miniſter of the 
eſtabliſhed Church, I believe my 


friend 8. B—d—d will allow it 


is not needful to comply with 
the ſame again. And as to my 
friend J. M dd n. s pool, I 
contels I do not at Si t be- 


_ "Heve it would be of any real ſer- 


vice to me, no more than to waſh. 
away che filth of my fleſh, which 
I can do at my own; houſe, in a 
- veſſel made for that purpoſe? i in 
Which any of my friends, of all 


dienominations, are welcome to 


Wah, without fee or reward. 1 


mie bold to ſubſcribe I 


4 Phew Apo Well-wiſher, TX 
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E true Quakers Fed no 
Deluſion, vindicated by the te- 
cords of Hety Writ ; which ſome peo- 
ple, who profeſs to be greatly learned 
therein, have affirmed the people called 
2 1 Ae e. 345" 
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hp clay in a Bock, called * 


— a great Deluſion, which 1 have 


B lately 


- 
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( 2 ] 
lately read, and hope I ſhall not be out 
of my place to make ſome remarks 
thereon, which I expect the friends 
of the authors will think is made by ſome 
lunatic or deluded Quaker: But that I 
leave to the impartial reader to judge, 
who will take the pains to read the follow- 
ing ſhort defence, made by a ſincere re- 
ſpecter of all the human race, particularly 
the well · dĩ ſpoſed of all denominations; 
chat their faith produces love and good 
works; for I believe, all faith which does 
not, is dead, and cannot bring any living 
comfort to the immortal part while here 
on earth, nt when removed gain us 
admittance into the manſions of eternal 
reſt, Therefore let us all, who profeſs 
the Chriſtian Name, endeavour to pro- 
voke each other to love and good works, 
l not e or reproach any deno- 
* | minations, 


— 


WR 

minations, who profeſs to be followers of 
a humble, crucified Saviour, who does 
not appear to take up his Croſs juſt the 
fame as ourſelves ; for I fully believe, 
that the ſubitance of all the Chriſtian 
Religion, of all denominations, is near- 
ly alike, which if it was cloſely attended 
to, would lead us beyond. contending 
which is the beſt form of religious wor- 
ſhip, which appears in holy writ to be 
confined in a narrow compaſs; for it is 
there recorded, that. thoſe who worſhip 
Gow aright, muſt worſhip-him in Spirit 
and in Truth, for it is ſuch he ſeeks to 
worſhip him, And the prayer of my 
heart is, that the number: of thoſe 
worſhippers may daily increaſe, and all 
contention may ceaſe, fo that- where 
unity ends charity may begin; and all 
who profeſs the Chriſtian name may be 

| - B32 | induced 
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ans the T reatife called 


 the'Quakers; and ſo bn, trying to prove 


14 1 | 
induced to fay, come, let us take up 
eur Soul's Salvation, who certainly will 
lead all his faithful followers, of all de- 
while here on earth, and centre at laſt 
in cverlaſting reſt. O that this may be 


the happy ſituation of all the human 


race, when time to us bert fhall be no 
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Robe: 


Friendly Gy now RO to 


Quakeriſm à great Deluſiom. The au- 
thors of which begin thus: Impartial 


Reader, thou art here preſent with an 


examination of the pretended faith of 


they deny'the- ſcripture reſurrection f 
tho body, . 
peine 


WS 
pains-fo point out their miſapplying'the 
ſcriptures; for which they ridicule 
ſeveral profeſſors of the Quaker s faith 
in ſueh a manner, that to me it ſeems 
to be in a ſpirit of prejudice more than 
love ; for I think no generous candid 
writer, who undertakes to treat of an 
denomination or | claſs of people, tao 
point ont their faith and practices, 
ſhould omit ſpeaking well of what i 
commendable ; which certainly, how- 
ever great ſome of the errors of the 
people called Quakers may be thought 
by ſame, who ſtand as champions for 
the form of religion, the true Quakers 
principles and practice, in many points, 
are thought well of, and commended 
by the greateſt enemies they have, | But, 
where the writers of Quakeriſm a Great 

to 


.. 


e 

to the world, they tell their readers it 
is like a gilded pill, &c. They like - 
wiſe point out ſeveral high notions of 
faith, concerning the three divine per- 
ſons who bear record in heaven, the 
unity of the Godhead, &c. and ſay 
they evade baptiſm and the ſupper of 
our Lord ; and add, they ſay nothing of 
thoſe two great articles of the Chriſtian 
faith, the reſurrection of the bodies 
from the graves of the earth, and the 
eternal judgment, though they are not 
ignorant, the others ſay, that their faith 
| Has been queſtioned therein; but had 
the learned authors taken the pains to 
have read Robert Barcley's Apology, it 
would have much better informed them 
and their readers of the Quaker's prin- 
ciples, than they have done by ſhifting 
- ſeveral author's words and writings; 

* | by 
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by ſhifting I mean taking a part of 
their words that beſt ſuited their pur- 
poſe to ridicule the Quaker's principles. 
But I am certain ſome of the authors 
they make uſe of to prove Quakeriſm a 
great deluſion, were men, in many of 
their words and actions, no true Quakers; 
in particular, J. Nailor and G. Keith, 

who both run very wide from the true 
Quakers' principles and practices. But I 


do not intend: to point out to my readers 


the characters of every perſon the au- 
thors of Quakeriſm a Great Deluſion 


has exclaimed againſt ; which would be 


attended with great difficulty to get at, 
as many of them are long ſince removed 
from works to rewards, and were not, 
when on earth, men of any particular 
note among the people called Quakers. 


Therefore I ſhall paſs them by with 
| | only 
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( 8 I 
only adding, that I believe the authors 
have attacked fome who were greater 
champions than themſelves in the Lamb's 

warfare, and were more inftrumental to 
confound the enemies of the true Chri- 
ian church, and cauſe ther to return 
to be taught by him, who weaches as 
never man taught. 
But that I ſhall now be, and 
proceed in my intended work, to prove 
Takon, which T think may be done 
without fearching the ſetiptures from 
" the beginning of Geneſis to the end of 
Revelations; or fearching for other 
men's words and writings to defend the 
Quakers faith, moſt of Which I ititend 
to-omit, and acquaint my readers, that 
che true Quakers' principles are fully to 
nad on divine providence for afſiſtanee 
| daily 


19 


daily to have their ſtrength renewed, 
and to be directed by that unerring guide 
who ſaid, I am the way, &c. which the 
true Quaker thinks it his duty daily to 
follow as far as he has ability given, for 
he believes of himſelf he can do nothing 
that is acceptable to God, therefore 
thinks it is his duty fully to rely on him 
who is able to build us up in the true 
and ſaving faith that will lead us to 
ſomething beyond the outward form 
and, ſhadow- of religion, ſuch as eating 
and drinking temporal bread,,and. wine 
that nouriſhes the body, but cannot the 
ſoul, no more than elementary water 
can waſh away our ſins. For which 
reaſon the ,.Quakers believe it is. not 
needful nor intended to be 2 ſtanding | 
_ ordinance. in the true Chriſtian church ; 
but if it was, it would be hard to prove 
all profeſſors were to conform to thoſe 
I? C ordinances ; 


ſhew them the ſubſtance, which I think 

St. John the Baptiſt / is a convincing | 
proof of; therefore think all denomi-. 
nations ſhould be very careful in what 
they advance in condemning others, who 


[ wo 1 
ordinances ; for it is ſaid, in my father's 


3 Houſe there are many manſions, and on 


earth men have different gifts, therefore I 


_ think it may be right for ſome to uſe 


thoſe ordinances, and for others not to 
ule them, as it may pleaſe divine pro- 
vidence to lead ſome, firſt to the ſhadow 
of religion, before he'be pleaſed to fully 


do not appear to be juſt of the ſame ſen- 


timents as themſelves, in forbearing or 
uſing thoſe out ward ordinances ; for as 
to myſelf, I believe there are many good 
Chriſtians who continue in the practice 


of thoſe outward ordinances, and I like- 
Vueiſe believe there are many who do not. 


nnn, | 
to 


In . | 
to ſalvation ; therefore who. can prove 
that the ſubſtance of true religion is not 
to be attained to without the uſe of 
breaking bread and drinking wine, dip- 
ping or ſprinkling, laying on hands, 
waſhing feet, &c, But although the 
Quakers are not in the practice of theſe 
outward ordinances, they believe the 


by all the faithful followers of an hum · 
ble crucified Sayiour, whom they believe 


ſubſtance of them muſt be experienced 


died for their fin, and roſe again for 


their / juſtification and is now at the 
right hand of his Father making inter- 
 ceffion for them and all the human race, 
and daily handing down the bread and 
wine of eternal life to all his faithful 
followers who daily ſtand in need, and 
likewiſe of his baptizing power that 
can waſh away the old finful nature, 
which the great Phyſician of Souls is 

03> able 
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able to do with or without err 
water, and will feed the hungry, thirſty 
ſouls who ſeek after him, and hears the 
fincere deſires of a broken heart, and 
contrite ſpirit, without a particular 
form of words or outward ordinance ;, 
for it is recorded, that to this man will 
1 look, even to him who is poor and of 
4 contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
word: And again, it is ſaid, They who 
wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their 
ſtrength ; Be till, and know that I am 
God: And the Apoſtle declares, We 
have the treaſure in earthen veſſels that 
the excellencies of the power may be 


f Gods, and not of us. Therefore 


Chriſt has inſtituted no other worſhip 
under the new covenant but that which 
is performed in ſpirit and truth ; which 
I believe may be done either with or 
es any particular form or cere- 

remony, 


1 33.2 
remony; and think it may be ſaid, 
without breach of charity, that there 
are many profeſſors of ſeveral denomi- 
nations, who ſtrictly attend places in- 
tended for religious worſhip, and are 
yery attentive to hear and to repeat many 
excellent prayers, that by their fruits it 
appears they are not in the practice of 
obeying that command which ſays, Be 
ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only; for which reaſon I think all true 
Chriſtians will allow ſuch worſhippers 
are not real Chriſtians: But that I ſhall 
leave, and continue to endeavour to 
prove, that Quakeriſm is no deluſion; 
for the true Quakers principles admit of 
no worſhip or diſcipline in their church 
but what they believe is commanded 
by the head of the true Chriſtian 
church, whom they believe is Chriſt, 

oy ROO nor ever will, lead his 
faithful 


T8 ) | 
Faithful Weder into deluſion. But 
the cauſe always was, and always will 


be, a forſaking the living God, and 
hewing out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, 


that will not hold any living water; 
and having a form of godlineſs, but not 
_ the power; which I believe to be the 
cauſe of ſo many great deluſions ; and 
that the nominal Chriſtian cannot diſ- 
ern it while in that ſtate of depart- 
ing from the counſel of the living God. 
Although they read the ſcriptures from 
velation, and go from pays to church, 
and from meeting to meeting, to hear 
words from the beſt of inſtructors, who 
declare the truth of the goſpel, and fre - 
quently pray with the beſt form of 
words that can be thought of to beg 
for mercy and forgivneſs of an offended 
e 3 the true Quaker believes is 
pleaſing 


1 15 1 
pleafing to the maſter of all true Chriſ- 
tian aſſemblies that are engaged to ſet 
under his divine banner, waiting to be 
inſtructed what they are to deliver to 
his flock and family; for the Apoſ-. 
tle Paul faid, We know not What ta 
pray for as we ought ; but the ſpirit 
Itſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with 
groaning that cannot be uttered. There- 
fore by this juſt acknowledgment it 
appears the exerciſe of a mind deeply. 

affected is more than words; and if the 
great Apoſtle and his brethren could 
not preach and pray as they ought, 
without the affiitance of divine powet 
to direct, ho can pretend to'perforth 
divine worſhip without it, in this our 
day? For the command remains the 
ſame, that they who worſhip God a- 
right, pſt worſhip him in ſpirit and 

in truth, Although. the authors 'of 
8 | 


„ 
Quakeriſm a,great Deluſion, are pleaſed 
do ſlight and reproach the Quakers for 
believing i in immediate revelation ; and 
that ſome men and women in this our 
day are inſpired to preach the golpel, 
and pray for their brethren and fiſters ; 
and that no others are properly qualified 
to preach the goſpel, or offer up prayers 
'to Almighty God, which to me ſeems 
fo Juſtifiable and reaſonable, that it 
: wants but a little advance to defend 
it; for af thoſe worthies before · menti- | 
oned, Who were on the earth with their 
Bleſſed Lord and Maſter, and recciyed 
their orders from his mouth thought 
. themſelves not able to go on without 
= his ſpiritual affiſtance to direct them i in 
| preaching, and praying, how can ag 
il mortals in this dur day, without 
they are aſſiſted by the. Holy Union 
Ks — alobe is able to qualify every 


3 ; 5 Member 
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Momber of che true Chriſtian church) 

to perform their different. ſervices ; to 
plant, or 4 water; to promate and 
defend the Lamb's warfare; Which 
the true Quaker believes he is not able 
10 engage in, without being furniſhed 
With piritual weapons from his hea- 
xenly Father's ſtore.” But the authors 
of Auakeriſm a Gceat Deluſion, endea- 
vour to make the Quaker's principles 
appear contemptible, particularly inſpi- 
tation, turning to the inward teacher, 
c. which I chink as eaſy to prove it a 
nmever-Aailing guide, if rightly attended 
to : for it is ſaid, I will write my Jaws 
in their hearts, and put my fear in their 
inward parts; and we are recommend- 
4 to hearken 60 the ſmall {ill voioe 
chat teacheth as newer man taught; 


and it is Jikewiſerecorded; that hat is 


ene made | manifeſt 
D _ within. 


> 
. l 
* 
* 
- 


: * 
TT + *S< N © I 

. * . 

ad 4 

"> 6&5 | : 2 


| | 1 148 ] 
Weithin. More ſuch-like paſſages might | 
be advanced, to-prove,: that turning to 
the light within is no delufion. .; 


| But I believe many profeſſors; of all : 


denominations, are greatly deluded by 
pinning their faith upon other mens 
Hleeves, and truſting to outward perfor- 


mances, in reading the ſcriptures, con- 


ſtantly attendin 8 places of religious 
worship to hear the goſpel preached, 
and joining with the miniſter in re- 
peating prayers ; all which, I believe is 
JAE to the Maſter of all the true 
Chriſti aſſemblies if rightly perform 
<d; but if the heart and the lips are not 

truly united, the offering cannot be ac- 
cepted; for it is ſaid, the prayers of 
the wicked are an abomination to the 
Lord, &c. And it cannot be denied | 
but what the worſt, and the moſt aban- 
ORG human race may conſtant- 
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_t attend to the ewe e tioned out- 
ward ordinances, without being bene- 
fitted thereby. And they likewiſe be-. 
heve true worſhip may be performed 
without | conſtantly reading the ſcrip- 
tures,” or any human. being praying, 
preaching, or teaching: but think it 
their duty to appoint a time and place 
to perform religious worſhip; and of- 
ten ta aſſemble together; and to ſit in 
an humble, ſolid ſilence, waiting upon 
the Lord to have their ſtrength re- 
newed; and praying in ſpirit that the 
Maſter of all the true Chriſtian aſſem- 
blies would be pleaſed to let them ex- 
perience his promiſe, that where two or 
three are gathered together in his name, 
there he will be in the midſt of them. 
And they will likewiſe appoint a 
meeting to 8 keep up a 
9 8 * ; for they believe, 
b2ͤ ".mth- 


1 2 1. 
without ſome ſtanding ae and ese 
to unite membets of any Chriſtian, 
church, there muſt be disiftoms and 
confuHH n. To prevent which they 
: haye ſettled monthly, ttarter by, and 
early meetings, where they meet to 
provoke each ather to love and god 
works ; to provide for the fatherleſs 
children and widows, and for all their 
members who arc deſolate and opprei- 
ſod. At their monthly meetings any 
member is allowed to lay his complaint 
or propoſition before theit | brethren, 
which if they will not heatken ta; they 
ma apply te the quarterly meeting 
and if not adhered to at this, they may 
then apply to the yearly merting, held 
in London, which has been ſettled ma- 
ny ears, and ũs com poſed of members 
who; are appointed by their brethren 
from ener en meeting in this 

+ kingdom, 
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kingdom, where there is one in every 
county, from which the ſaid meetings 
ſend members to the yearly meeting, 
whom they think beſt qualified to carry 
on the Lamb's: warfare ; and to pro- 
mote peace on earth, love and good- will 
towards all men, Wm can be 
on detuhon. 

The authors have alp 2 
ed to make their readers believe that 
ſcriptures, which I am certain is a very 
ungenerous charge; for one of their 
ſtanding, eſtabliſhed rules runs thus: 
Are friends careful, by example — 
Precept, to train up their children, and 
thoſe under their care, in a godly con- 
verſation, and in frequently reading he 
Quaker believes were witten for edi- 
Wende * instruction. And I have often 
1 


122 3 
Heard them, in their religious worſhip, 
thank the Father and Fountain of all 
our Merey, that he has been pleaſed to 
make them known to this age and 
generation, by which it is plain their 
faith hath been wrongly repreſented. 
And likewiſe that they believe they 
are perfect beings; for the authors of 
Quakeriſm a Great Deluſion, - make uſe 
of that Where it is ſaid, If we ſay we 
Have no ſin, we deceive ourſelves, as the 
Quaker does; whom they ſeem not to 
admit to be called Chriſtians ;' for they 
ay, that Chriſtians alſo expect com- 
pleat perfection when they come to 
Flory on the other fide! of the grave. 
But the Quakers, they ſay; believe they 
Have the kingdom of Chriſt, and are in 
_ he glorious poſſeſſion of it already; 
Which I think all true Chriſtians muſt 


eonſeis ſhould be in ſome degree ex- 
Une 1 - perienced ; 


| MES | 
| perienced for it is recorded, If Chriſt 

be not in you, you are reprobates: And 
again it is ſaid, The kingdom of God is 
within you. By which, and many more 
ſuch- like paſſages, it is plain that a true 
Chriſtian muſt experience Chriſt to rule 
and reign in him on this ſide the grave. 
And if it is thought a deluſion in the 
Quarkers to believe to meaſurably enjoy 
Chriſt's kingdom while here on earth, 
what muſt it be for the authors and theit 
followers to pray for Chriſt's kingdom 
to come, and his will to be done here on 

earth, as it is in heaven? Surely that is 

deluſion, to continue in the practice of 
praying for what is thought unattain- 
able ! But the true Quaker believes it 
is attainable on this ſide the grave, ſo 
| far as not to ſin wilfully-and knowing» 
; but does not preſume to ſaꝶ they 
1 n beings, foas not to be daily 


. / liable 
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liable to fall; believing they ate no lon- 
ger ſafe han while on the watch, 
guarded by the Great Shepherd of Souls, 
hom they believe to be ſtronger than 
the poet of darkneſs, and is able to 
give his faithful followers the victory 
0 triumph over the world, che fleth, 
and the devil. A glorious victory zn 
dend! which che true Quaker thinles 
it his duty to preſs after ! But if not 
creation that are under the greateſt ſer- 
can be inflicted; for when they ae 

trad it is a final releaſe; but the hu- 
man race, all true Chriſtians believe, are 
_ Winpoſed- of 2 never- dying part, that 
muſt for ever remain in a ſtate of happi- 
neſt or miſery? Therefore I am at a loſs 
a een authors ſentiments 
* concern- 


[ 25 15 | 
concerning being prepared in this life 
for the next. For ſuppoſe they do not 
believe a purgatory, and if not, where 
and when are we to be prepared to meet. 
the bridegroom. 


For- it is ſaid, as death leaves Us 5 


judgment finds us. And nothing that 
is unclean ſhall enter the kingdom of 
Heaven; and if we live and die in our 


fins, our bleſſed Lord ſaid, where I am 


gone ye cannot come. And again it is 


ſaid, except ye repent ye ſhall all periſn. 


Neither can I find it is recorded in ho- 


ly writ, that the elect may live and die 


in ſin, and be accepted of that perfect 


Being who ſaid, if any man be my diſ- 


\ciple, he muſt firſt deny himſelf, take 
up his daily croſs, and follow me: which 
ſhews that faith and works cannot be 
divided. But as to thoſe diſputes which 


| one are between 2 od 
| being 
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being faved by faith and not by works, 
the fore-knowledge of God, election, 
c. I do not intend to fully treat on; 
but I believe the beſt of faith will not 
ayail us any thing in the day of judg- 
ment, except it is accompanied with 
good works. Therefore. .why ſhould it 
be diſputed whether we are ſaved by 
faith or works ; for our bleſſed Lord 
faid, except a man deny himſelf, and 
take up his daily croſs, he cannot be my 
difciple, And it is faid,. except you 
| gExcerd. the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Pharaſees, you {hall not enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven. By which, and 
many ſuch like ſentences, appears that 
faith without works is not Wuſhcient to 
recommend us to divine fayour ; for we. 
may read, that the Scribes and Phayiſees = 
were zealous. profeſſors, and boaſted of 
dn „ one in * 
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cular thanked God that he was more in 
the practice of praying, &c. than other 
men; but we read he was not ſo well 
accepted as the poor publican, who 
with an heart truly devoted, only ſaĩd. 
Lord have mercy on me a ſinner. By 
which it plainly appears, that true wor- 
ſhip is compoſed of ſomething more 
than an hiſtorical faith, reading the 
ſcripture, preaching, praying, &c. which 
the true Quaker believes our Saviour 
and his diſciples were in the practice 
of; and likewiſe of conforming to ma- 
ny of the Jewiſh ceremonies, ſuch as. 

eireumciſion, paſſovers, feaſts, &c. which 

if Chriftians were to practiſe now, it 
would be called a deluſion. Therefore 
why ſhould not Chriſtians in this our 


day forſake waſhing with elementary 


water, &c. for it is recorded that cir- 
. nor uncircumciſion availeth ; 
| E 2 and 
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and it is likewiſe ſaid, that John's bap- 
_ © tiſm ſhould decreaſe, &c. But had our 
bleſſed Lord commanded his diſciples 
and : followers to have immediately left 
John's baptiſm, and told them he would 
baptiſe them with the Holy Ghoſt and 
fire; it is reaſonable they would have 
thought it a great deluſion. And like- 
"wile, if he had then commanded them 
to aſſemble together, and there to ſit in 
humble, ſolid filence, waiting upon the 
Lord to have their ſtrength renewed, 
and praying in their ſpirits that he would 
be in the midſt of them, I believe they 

would have been like the learned authors 
before mentioned, to have thought it a 
great deluſion; but I have often been 


ſtruck with admiration and ſurprize to 


ſee in this enlightened age and genera- 
Von, ſome who profeſs to be zealous 
6 of an humble crucified Sa- 
4 __ © viour, 
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viour, ſhould treat filent worſhip with 
contempt; as though they believed the 
All-wiſe Diſpoſer of all our. ſpiritual 
gifts, is like an human being, who can- 
not underſtand our thoughts, words, 
and actions, without they are ſeen, or 
vocally uttered; which I think is a de- 
luſion. For I.believe that All-wiſe Be- 
ing, who knows what we itand in need 
of before we aſk, will ſupply the wants 
of a ſincere ſeeking ſoul, that is truly 
devoted in- ſpiritual prayer, without a 
word being uttered, or any outward form 
except an humble ſolemnity, which the 
true Quaker believes is a very commen- 
dable part of religious worſhip ; for al- 
though the true Quakers are not in the 
practice of continually ſaying what is 
called grace before and after meat, re- 
peating ſome particular form of prayers 
morning and evening, &c. they think 


__ "teach; pray, or preach the goſpel to 
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It their duty to fit in an humble, ſolid 
filence before they partake of temporal 
food, praying in ſpirit that they may be 
truly thankful to the Author of all the 
mercies and favours they daily receive; 
and before they lay down to reſt, they 
think it their duty to return thanks for 
the mercies'of the day; praying in the 
ſpirit to be preſerved the enſuing night; 
and all the remainder of their days in 

the way that leads to everlaſting peace, 
and when the morning approaches, and 

the time is come for them to enter on 

think it their duty to fully rely on di- 
vine aſſiſtance to direct them the enſuing 
day; and likewiſe when they are aſſem- 

bled at a place appointed for public 
worſhip, they think it their duty to 
take an humble, ſilent pauſe before they 


the 


1 

the people; but When I have wen at 
ſuch meetings, and have ſeen profeſſors 
of other denominations, by their beha- 
viour they have ſeemed to be much bur- 
thened with ſilence, as though they be- 
lieved there could be no true worſhip 


performed, nor ſouls. benefited without 
an human being teacheth, prayeth, 
and preacheth. I have likewiſe been at 
meetings of zealous, profeſſors, who have 
devoted all their time in reading the 
. ſcripture, praying, and preaching, per- 
formed by men well qualified in the let» 
ter for that purpoſe, But although the 
miniſter has very punctually referred to 


many paſſages of ſcripture, and told his 
audience where it was to. be found, both 
chapter and-verſe, which to me appeared 
ſatis factory, but I have obſerved many of 
the aſſembly ſpending a great deal of 
time in finding. and reading the places 
0 | : ; | before 


755 their memory, that they might have it to 


E 
beſore- mentioned by the miniſter, as 
though they doubted the truth thereof, 
which I think is not right in a place of 

publie worſhip; for if we go to hear 
the goſpel preached, ſurely it ts moſt 
becoming to give a cloſe attention, and 
not to ſpend our time while the ſervice. 
is performing, in proving and explain- 
ing the ſcriptures, which certainly muſt 
take off a part of our attention to what 
is ſaicd by the miniſter. But I believe 
ſome would ſay they did it only to help 


refer to when they came home. There - 
Fore for ſuch as have a deſire to refer to 
it, and their memory will not retain it, 


I think it is not unbecoming to minute 
it down with a pen or pencil, the text, 
and ſome other particular paſſages 
mentioned in a ſermon. But to read 
| n — turn from ſen- 
2 tence li 
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tence to ſentence after the miniſter, | 
it does-not-appear to me to be ſo becom 


ing, as to fit in an humble filence, exa- 
mining ourſelves, and endeavouring to 
ſee how it ſtands between God and our 


never dying ſouls; praying in ſpirit 


that we may be benefited: by the words 

of the human inſtrument, which the 
true Quaker believes are often made in- 
ſtruments to confound the Lamb's 


enemy, and to comfort i the ſtrong, | 


ſtrengthen the weak, and cauſe the 
prodigal to think of returning to his 
father's houſe, and make the wounded 


conicience ery out, a Saviour, or I die; 
a Redeemer, or I periſh, &c. And Þ 


believe many have experienced in a ſi- 


lent meeting, that bleſſed call that ſaid, 
N Saul, why. perſecuteſt thou net i 


&. which I believe all Chriſtian pro- 
fefſors will allow was not a human 


1 F - calls ; 
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call. Therefore as it was the will of 
our Lord and Maſter to turn the heart 
af the great apoſtle Paul by an inviſible 
power, why ſhould it not continue to 
this our day, as his power is the fame, 
Therefore I now conclude with the 
faith of the true Quakers, to believe. 
that true Chriſtian worſhip may be per- 
formed aright in humble, ſolid filence, 
without a word being uttered by any 
human being ; and that to wait upon. 
the Lord to have our Aren gh renewed, 
is no deluſion. 4 ton; 
- Friendly Reader, 1 have r 
tiſcicalled Quakerifm a Great Deluson; 
the writers of which I never heard of 


till I read their writings, neither do 1 


rn inn whit. 


. 
by their pleading, for John's baptiſm 
not to decreaſe, &c. But T know the 
perſon who brought me the treatiſe is 
a miniſter in the Babtiſ's church, x 
man T believe well-diſpoſed, and ſight- 
ing againſt the enemy of our ſoul's fal- 

vation; © And the prayers of my heart 
is that he may experience a victory, and 
be inſtrumental to lead his followers to 
join their ranks in righteouſneſs, ſo as” 
to experience that glorious victory that 
triumphs over the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil, which I believe all Chriſtian 
profeſſors think it their duty to preſs 
after; but fear there are many who fall 
greatly ſhort of obtaining it, by reaſon- 
ing with fleſh and blood that is prone 
to evil, and continually inclining to 
tread in the broad- way that leads to de- 
ſtruction, pleading that the way that 
aeg life is too narrow for an 
| F human 


1 ] 

human - being to abide in while this 

fide the grave. But if we are continu- 
ally on our watch, ſincerely deſiring to 
be directed by the unerring Guide, who 
" aid, I am the way, &c. I believe he 
will cauſe all his faithful followers to 
experience a victory this ſide the grave, 

and an everlaſting reſt on the other, 
which I hope we ſhall all experience. 
And an Revere thy een 
My 11 2 * 59 217202 03 
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